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ABSTRACT

Objective: Women's entrepreneurship is one of the key objectives in the economic and social
advancement of societies. Addressing this issue can serve as a driving force for the sustainable economic
and social development of countries, particularly in developing nations. With the growth and development
of women's entrepreneurship, their economic and social status improves, and new job opportunities are
created for a significant portion of the country's population. However, women continuously face specific
challenges in the business arena. Therefore, women entrepreneurs must have the ability to overcome
tensions, disruptions, and crises in social, cultural, economic, political, and environmental domains,
enabling them to quickly return to normal conditions and achieve entrepreneurial success. This ability is
referred to as "resilience™ and is recognized as a key factor for the success of women entrepreneurs in
sustaining and maintaining their businesses.

Method: This study aims to explore and validate a model predicting entrepreneurial resilience under crisis
conditions in knowledge-based companies in Iran. In terms of research strategy, this is a descriptive-
exploratory study of a mixed-methods design that emphasizes both qualitative and quantitative data. The
theoretical-philosophical paradigm upon which this research is based is a mixed interpretive-positivist
approach. The goal of the research is developmental and applied. The strategy employed for this study
was thematic analysis based on Clark's method (2006) using MAXQDA software.

The target population for the qualitative phase of the research includes academic experts and managers
with practical or managerial experience in women's entrepreneurship, and the sample was selected using
a purposive judgmental sampling method until theoretical saturation of the data was reached. A total of 15
individuals were selected for in-depth interviews to gather qualitative data. Data validity in this study was
ensured by cross-checking the perspectives of participants.

For the quantitative part of the study, a five-point Likert-type questionnaire was developed to collect data
in line with exploratory factor analysis. The target population for this stage comprised female
entrepreneurs in Tehran province. Using G*Power software, with an alpha level of 0.1 and a test power of
0.85, a sample of 227 female entrepreneurs from Tehran province was randomly selected for the final
sample. Content validity was used to ensure the validity of the quantitative data.

For data analysis in the quantitative phase, structural equation modeling (SEM) techniques were employed.
Path analysis of the developed model was conducted according to the structural equation modeling
algorithm (variance-based) using SPSS and SmartPLS software.

Results: The results of the data analysis showed that 34 sub-themes and 7 main themes were identified as
the main indicators and variables of women's entrepreneurial resilience in crisis conditions. Based on these
results and using in-depth literature review, interviews, and in-depth theoretical exploration, the research
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variables were theorized in the form of drivers of women's entrepreneurial resilience. The research output
showed that the identified drivers of innovation, decision-making independence, personal development,
supportive policies, entrepreneurial networks, and organizational drivers in women's entrepreneurial
resilience can be considered as predictive factors of women's entrepreneurial resilience in crisis conditions.

Conclusion: The results of this study show that the discovered drivers act as significant predictors of
women's entrepreneurial resilience in the face of crises. These findings not only contribute to a deeper
understanding of the mechanisms of resilience in women entrepreneurs but can also be used in designing
effective intervention programs to strengthen the resilience of this group of women in crisis situations.
Therefore, women entrepreneurs, by applying these factors, can make the best decisions in crisis situations
and, using these factors, make their businesses resilient and successfully move towards growth and
development. Identifying and strengthening these drivers deepens our understanding of the mechanisms
of resilience in women entrepreneurs and makes it possible to design effective intervention programs to
enhance the resilience of this group. The results of the research can enrich the theoretical and practical
foundations of the field of entrepreneurial resilience
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