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ABSTRACT

Obijective: This qualitative study aims to explore the dimensions and components of children’s idea-
generation and innovation skills. The research seeks to identify the features of the idea-generation process,
causal and antecedent factors, the conditions and prerequisites necessary for fostering and developing
children’s idea generation, as well as the facilitators and major barriers to creativity, and to propose
strategies for enhancing children’s idea generation and the outcomes of implementing such strategies
during elementary education. Idea generation and innovation create an environment conducive to planting
the seed of ideas in individuals’ minds, fostering new perspectives for seeing the world differently,
encouraging creativity, and enhancing self-efficacy. Today’s students require an educational approach that
teaches them how to ask good, idea-provoking questions rather than simply providing correct answers.
Formulating good questions serves as a foundation for creative thinking; such questions are stimulating,
inviting innovative thought, and encompass diverse issues. Therefore, cognitive, skill-based, and
emotional education must be designed in a balanced manner to free learners from rigid, monolithic beliefs
and one-dimensional teachings, while also promoting creative thinking, enabling the generation and
creation of ideas, and providing opportunities to learn entrepreneurial skills. Content that sparks curiosity
and problem-solving, as well as content that teaches learners how to fish (generate ideas) and how to catch
valuable insights, is essential. This research was conducted with the aim of exploring the dimensions,
components, and requirements for developing children’s idea-generation and innovation skills within the
elementary curriculum framework.

Method: Given that the present study focuses on the complexities of human meaning-making and aims to
explore phenomena through individuals’ processes of assigning meaning, the philosophical foundation of
this research is grounded in the interpretive paradigm. This study has an applied purpose, and its approach
is qualitative. To address the research questions, a Grounded Theory was employed. The research field
included experts in the domain of childhood innovation, managers of creative houses, managers of soft
industry start-ups related to childhood, and mentors at incubation centers within science and technology
parks. The sample size was 12 participants, selected through theoretical sampling. In-depth semi-




structured interviews served as the primary data collection tool. Following the interviews and subsequent
editing and organization, data categorization was carried out through the assignment of indicators. Data
analysis was performed using a three-stage coding process open, axial, and selective coding. This coding
process resulted in the identification and extraction of 682 codes and 25 main categories. The results
revealed that these categories are organized within a paradigmatic model centered on six factors including
causal and conditioning factors such as the individual characteristics of children, social factors, cultural
factors, and the emergence of new paradigms; the core phenomenon which encompasses concepts such as
the idea-generation process, types of idea generation, characteristics of idea generation, interrelated and
aligned concepts with idea generation, idea-generating children, and tools for idea generation; contextual
conditions including the traits and skills of teachers and educators, the role and effectiveness of families,
the richness of the learning environment, and the degree of curricular focus; intervening factors such as
facilitators of idea generation, barriers, and factors that weaken or inhibit the process; strategies including
developing innovative and idea-generative competencies among teachers, parenthood aligned with idea
generation, and curriculum development with an idea-oriented perspective; and outcomes involving the
growth and development of children’s capabilities, education based on idea generation and creativity, the
transformative shift in the teacher’s role, and opportunities for fostering interactions within a supportive
and encouraging atmosphere. To establish the validity of the proposed paradigmatic model, four criteria—
including triangulation, flexibility, appropriateness, and internal validity were employed.

Results: On one hand, idea generation contributes to the enhancement of individual identity,
independence, and increased self-confidence among elementary school students. On the other hand, from
a practical perspective, it leads to the active participation of children in educational activities and
participation in special events during primary education. The results of the study demonstrate that exposure
to multiple ideas necessitates mastery over various tools, and in systematic and planned idea generation,
powerful techniques such as brainstorming, Tirez, SCAMPER, mind mapping, and the Six Thinking Hats
are of significant effectiveness. Additionally, the findings reveal that engaging in the “line of fire” of ideas
constitutes one of the fundamental processes of idea generation, and dialogue serves as one of the main
instruments for stepping into this line and being exposed to a barrage of ideas. Attention to storytelling
and improvisational storytelling capacities, creative dramatization, leveraging imagination and
visualization, as well as game-based and hands-on teaching strategies within classroom activities are other
critical aspects that can be highlighted.

Conclusion: The development of idea-generation and innovation skills in elementary school children
requires fostering inquisitive and creative minds and strengthening students’ self-efficacy. In achieving
this, idea-generation techniques play a crucial role. Systemic structures and paradigmatic models
contribute to a deeper understanding of the influential factors affecting this process, demonstrating that
enhancing these skills not only reinforces children’s self-reliance and personal identity but also prepares
them for active participation in educational activities and significant events during primary education.
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Figure 1. Main categories of the axial phenomenon
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