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ABSTRACT

Objective: In many developed countries, the basic education system is designed to foster an
entrepreneurial society; one where individuals learn responsibility, creativity, and problem-solving skills.
In such an educational process, students learn to identify and describe problems in their surrounding
environment and ultimately strive to select the best solutions. This educational process is not independent
of the culture and background of societies but is highly dependent on the context and domain of
implementation. In developing countries, despite decades of transformations in primary education
systems, educational goals, values, and priorities have largely persisted unchanged. In Iran, too, despite
some sporadic innovations, no sustainable connection has been established between basic education and
the cultivation of entrepreneurial citizens. This research, adopting a genealogical approach, examines
problem-solving education as one of the core pillars in the formation of entrepreneurial citizens throughout
the history of Iran’s basic education system.

Method: Tran’s basic education system, influenced by various political and social factors and an uneven
historical development, has acquired particular complexity. Exploring its issues necessitates considering
diverse and multifaceted dimensions. The persistence of unresolved educational challenges and the
significant gap between policies, objectives, and official documents on the one hand, and practice on the
other, indicate fundamental and deep-rooted issues that cannot be addressed without taking historical
factors into account. Genealogy is a particular approach to history that examines historical events from a
specific perspective. Instead of seeking linear explanations, it focuses on how forces and power relations
are formed. The understanding gained through this method provides a suitable tool for critiquing the
current situation.

Results: Problem-solving, as a fundamental cognitive process, forms the core of human mental activities—
from artistic creativity to scientific innovation. Accordingly, the essential characteristics of creativity,
innovation, and responsibility also manifest in the component of problem-solving ability. Thus, this
component can be explained as one of the pillars for cultivating the “entrepreneurial self” and the
“entrepreneurial citizen” within the basic education system. In the cognitive process of problem-solving, the
individual, through identifying, analyzing, and removing obstacles on the path to a goal, produces adaptive
and creative responses. Results indicate that Iran’s basic education has not followed an evolutionary and
continuous path. The field of education in Iran has been, on one hand, directly influenced by political-legal
powers and, on the other, influenced by all effective social groups, such as those active in citizenship rights
and influential religious groups. The diversity of these groups and the multitude of human relations within
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the realm of education have created a fertile ground for this domain to become entangled with power. By
implementing the ten-step process proposed for the genealogical method, the framework developed in this
research for understanding the current situation can be summarized in the form of propositions such as: 1)
Instability of discourses, 2) Occasional and fragmented cultivation of problem-solving ability, 3) Historical
discontinuities in the actions of the basic education system, 4) The precedence of power interests over the
development of problem-solving components, and 5) A lack of balance in developing problem-solving
components. These propositions have been categorized and oriented, within a three-layer conceptual
framework, into equivalent propositions for reforming the basic education system and ultimately achieving
the cultivation of entrepreneurial citizens within it. This is a citizen who is creative in terms of thinking style,
nurturing new ideas, approaching and redefining problems, envisioning the future, questioning, and breaking
free from fixed patterns; innovative in terms of designing new solutions and the ability to implement them,
as well as in teamwork; and responsible in terms of accepting the consequences of decisions, pursuing
solutions, and engaging in participatory practices.

Conclusion: From its inception, despite consistently lofty goals and periodic initiatives, Iran’s basic
education system has never been pursued in line with its core philosophy. Various forces, particularly
political and governmental powers, have consistently strived to implement and pursue objectives
aligned with their own will, instead of the system’s primary educational goals. This stands in contrast
to many countries that, by granting a degree of autonomy to education and supporting it, have
endeavored to make basic education serve the cultivation of entrepreneurial citizens. Recreating Iran’s
basic education system necessitates the formation of a balanced and sustainable educational discourse
focused on the three-stage component of problem-solving ability and liberation from the domination
of power interests (will). The presented conceptual framework can provide a basis for policymaking
aimed at nurturing entrepreneurial citizens and transitioning toward an entrepreneurial society.
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Figure 1. The stages of conducting genealogy research
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Table 1. The genealogical analysis of dominant discourses
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Table 2. Positive and episodic events within the education system
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Table 3. A Genealogical Analysis of Powers in the Historical Dimensions of Iran's Basic Education

System
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Figure 2. Conceptual framework for the development of problem-solving skills in basic education for
Cultivating the entrepreneurial citizen.
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